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COMING 
EVENTS: 

 
16 May  
Vision Tests 
 
17 May  
Y11 Spotlight Trip 
 
19 May  
Victoria Uni Liaison 
visit 12.45pm 
 
27 May  
Rangitoto Cross 
Country 
 
6 June  
Queens Birthday 
Public Holiday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 
07 877 8173 or 
0800 240 173 
Website: 
http:// 
piopio.school.nz 
 
Acting Principal’s 
email: 
lsheeran@ 
piopio.school.nz 
 

Just briefly from me today; 
It’s great to see our winter sports competitions getting underway.  I was fortunate 
enough to see some of them in action over the weekend and was very proud of the 
way they competed. Keep it up. 
 
Tino pai to mahi, whakamihi and congratulations to: 
 
  Stormy Harris for being selected to represent New Zealand in a Tetrathlon event 

in Ireland in July this year. Tetrathlon is a team competition that involves riding a 
horse over a cross-country course, target shooting with an air rifle, running and 
swimming. 

 
  Puhiwaiora Ngawaka for her performance at a talent quest in Te Awamutu.  
           Her rendition of  “Say Something”  by Christina Aguilera in which she played the    
           piano and sang saw her pick up first place. 
 
REMEMBER  
 
Success belongs to those who “DARE TO ACHIEVE”. 
So whether in the classroom, on the sports field, in your everyday life, or facing your 
greatest fears: 

Kia mate ururoa, kei mate wheke. 
Fight like a shark, don’t give in like an octopus. 

 
Louise Sheeran 
Acting Principal 
 
BUS REMINDER 
To those catching school buses, please be ready for collection 5 minutes before the 
scheduled time. If you need to know your scheduled time please contact the office.  
But to help here is a list of all the start times for each bus (first pickup point): 
 
Paraheka-Paekaka             7.25am  Te Kuiti                                     7.55am  
Mokau                                 7.30am  Matiere/Mokauiti                  7.35am  
Kahwera/Tikitiki                 7.35am  Bennydale/Troopers              7.30am 
Ngapaenga-Mangotaki     7.15am 
 
Steve Bodger 
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ICAS TESTS  

The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an independent, skills-based 

assessment programme which recognises and rewards student achievement. 

The programme has been running for more than 30 years.  Every year 1 million student entries are 

accepted from over 6 300 schools in Australia and New Zealand annually.  Students from over 20 

countries participate in ICAS each year.  

Piopio College students have the opportunity to enter these external tests and sit them at the College.  

The following tests are available: 

 
Please send the appropriate fee(s) into the College by the closing date listed if you wish your child to 

enter these tests.  If you have any queries please contact me.   

Caroline Foss 

MATHS CHALLENGE 
Friday 8 April, starting at 11:00am. Pukenui Primary Y7 and Y8 are coming to Piopio College to participate 
in our Year 7/8 Math Challenge. 
Please come and support our students and bring a lunch to share with your child, tea and coffee will be 
available in the staffroom. 
It will be a great day, I look forward to seeing you all there.  
Victoria Sammons 
 

Subject Available to Fee Closing date Test date 

Digital Technologies Years 7-11 $  10 Mon 11th April Tues 17th May 

Science Years 7-13 $  10 Mon 2nd May Tue 31st May 

Writing Years 7-13 $  20 Mon 9th May Tue 14th June 

Spelling Years 7-8 $  12 Mon 9th May Tues 15th June 

English Years 7-13 $  10 Mon 13th June Tues 2nd August 

Mathematics Years 7-13 $  10 Mon 13th June Tues 16th August 

SCIENCE 
Year 7 Science are learning about Static Electricity and sparks were flying during Tuesday's lesson!   
Students experimented last week with balloons, little pieces of paper and plastic rulers but this week it's 
all about the Van der Graaf generator.  The VDG generator has a belt that pulls charges off of the bottom 
plate (brush) and wipes them on to the top brush which accumulates them on to the dome.  Bringing an 
earth close to the dome causes it to discharge as a spark.  We could hear our hair crackling as we lent in 
close.  

 

Pictured are Conrad Fourie and  
Natalie Foss having a go with the VDG 

Generator. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GOLF NEWS 
The Piopio College golf team went away to the Waikato 
Secondary Schools teams event at the Matamata golf course on 
Monday. The team had a fantastic round carding a score of a 
three under par 68. We finished as the 8th team overall and 
placed fourth as a school. 
The team members were Heath Barnsdall (skipper), Oliver 
Barnsdall, Cody Mortensen and Jack Mortensen.  
 

 

PHOTOS 
Piopio College has chosen to use the Online Ordering system for photographs.  The online system cuts out 
most of the collection of money and co-ordination of orders for photos by the College as this is now done 
via the internet with parents accessing, viewing and ordering their child's photos online.  
Students were handed out their individual Shoot Key to view and order their photographs. 
the "Free Delivery" deadline date is clearly displayed when families go online and view their photos -  
Monday 30 May 2016. There are Order Envelopes for those families who do not have access to the 
Internet or do not wish to use this system.  
Individual ID cards for seniors need to be ordered with Mrs Baker. 

 

Circus Challenge were here on Tuesday 

Photos show some of the action 
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PIOPIO COLLEGE PTA AGM 

31 May at 5.00pm in the college staffroom. This year the PTA is looking at providing funding for extra curricular 
activities. We want to encourage parents who are interested in focusing on fundraising and promoting the school. 

The following areas are of interest: sport, academic, community and culture.  

For further information please contact Sheryl Johnson 07 877 8683 or Cheryl Richardson 07 878 6640 

 

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY LIAISON NIGHT 

Victoria University will be coming to the College 19 May at 12.45pm for a liaison visit. They will also be holding an 

information night in Hamilton 7 July and New Plymouth 28 June, both at 6.00pm –8.00pm.  

Please contact Marina Rauputu for more information. 

 
YEAR 10 VISION SCREENING 
Vision Hearing Technicians from Rural and Community Services will be visiting our school. 
The objective of the vision testing is to identify previously undetected vision defects. All Year 10 students will be 
screened. 
If any parents/caregiviers do not want their child to be checked, or their child is currently under specialist care for 
a vision defect, they should let the school know. 
This will not be a complete vision examination, but a simplet screening test. When an unsatisfactory result is 
obtained it will be necessary for the Technician to obtain personal details, i.e. Home address and date of birth, 
and parents/caregivers will be advised to seek further advice. 
Communnity Services may share health information gathered in this way with other Health Professionals involved 
in the students care.           
 
HOMELEARNING 
 

Welcome to the start of our Home-Learning Journey…AGAIN...a little disapointing, no examples of  
home-learning were submitted.  So, we will persevere and run the same activities as last week. 

Each week, we will be providing some ideas for families to continue learning with their children after school. 
There will be a variety of activities, covering different learning areas and styles. Students can post examples of 
their learning in the box situated in the student office. All work submitted will be entered into a draw for a prize at 
the following assembly, as well as a prize for one of the “best.”  We hope you all have fun! 

 
Te whakatauki o te wiki: 

“Ko te manu e kai i te matauranga nona te Ao!” 
The bird who feeds from knowledge will inherit the world. 

 
 

1.  Discuss this week’s whakatauki and write an “explanation” of it’s meaning. And/or, design a “poster” that 
illustrates the meaning of this whakatauki. e.g.           

2. While having dinner, take turns taking bites of different foods and describe them. Try doing it with your 
eyes closed. *PRIZE for best adjective. 

3. Again, during dinner, or if more appropriate, while helping with dinner or after, “draw” a timeline for the 
different foods included. 

4. While doing the dishes, appropriate a price to different items and pretend you are earning that much 
money per item you clean and put away. e.g. 1 cent a knife, 2c per fork, 50c per cup, $1 per plate, $2 per 
pot. How much money do you earn per night? What about in a week? 

5. Walk around your house, sketching the different trees, shrubs, and/or any other plants or flowers and 
research their names. 
 

When submitting your examples of home-learning, include your name and Tutor.  
 



 
 
FOR SALE 
Clothes line - pole broken but line part in good condition. 
$25.00.  Phone College office. 
 

 

BOARD’S NEWS AND VIEWS 
BoT Parent/Community Meetings: 
The Board organised and held 4 hui in the last 2 weeks of Term 1. We saw this as an opportunity for parents  
and members of the College community to meet with the Board and through a Question & Answer approach,  
engage with the Board on matters of interest, or concern. We wish to thank those who managed to get along  
to one of the advertised meetings and trust that you enjoyed and got something from your attendance.  
Louise Sheeran, acting principal, will, with her team, take all matters under-consideration. 
Among other points, the following feedback was provided by parents to the Piopio Board of Trustees; 
 impressed with the qualities of teachers 
 would like teachers to reinforce the message when students entering events, of the need to stick with 
            it 
 lunchtime space for just Year 7 & 8 students; good to hear that there are designated areas but would  
            like to see more options available in terms of activities 
 would like students to have range of lunchtime activities other than digital devices 
 would like to see Piopio College have information for parents in both the Aria and Piopio Primary  
             school  newsletter 
 parents look to the College to reinforce anti-drug and alcohol messages 
 Piopio College students are presenting well in their uniform; look smart 
 there has been a big improvement in the type and level of communication to parents; good to see a  
            regular newsletter 
 some teachers are proactive in communicating needs and positives to parents; would like to see this  
            develop further 
 as parents, great to have the opportunity to meet with the board; would like to see this continue 
             
Further to the above, the following topics were of interest to parents and discussed at length: 
  Subject choices, correspondence  
  Year 10 Work Experience 
  Homework – Home Learning 
  After-School options for students supported by parent/community initiatives 
  Reporting to parents on student learning, progress and achievement 
 
Update on Principal’s Position: 
I recently held a meeting with Julie Radice, who is currently on Study Leave. Julie has informed me that she  
will not be returning as Principal to Piopio College, and that she is exploring other options. At each of the  
recent hui, where the board trustees met with parents, I made this announcement, and along with the board 
acknowledged Julie’s contribution to Piopio College. 
Working with the Board, I will now start the process of finding and appointing our new principal.  
The first stage of this process will be consultation with parents, staff and students. I intend to get this process  
underway early June. Watch this space for updates! 
Regards 
Richard Clarke 




